
Framework	  to	  guide	  coverage	  decisions	  about	  tests	  

	  

	  
Is	  there	  high	  or	  moderate	  certainty	  in	  
the	  evidence	  assessing	  the	  effects	  of	  the	  
test	  on	  patient	  important	  outcomes?	   No	  Yes	  

Develop	  coverage	  decision	  using	  
Evidence	  to	  Decision	  (ETD)	  
framework	  for	  coverage	  decision	  

This	  includes	  making	  decisions	  about	  
coverage	  with	  evidence	  development	  

Is	  there	  high	  or	  moderate	  
certainty	  that	  the	  use	  of	  the	  test	  
does	  not	  affect	  the	  management	  

and	  the	  downstream	  
consequences?	  

Are	  there	  specific	  test	  
characteristics	  that	  are	  key	  for	  
the	  management	  pathway?	  

Is	  research	  focusing	  on	  
patient	  important	  
outcomes	  possible?	  

Research	  on	  linked	  evidence	  
or	  modeling	  of	  test	  results	  
and	  their	  effect	  on	  patient	  
important	  outcomes	  	  

Research	  on	  
patient	  important	  

outcomes	  
research	  

Is	  there	  high	  or	  moderate	  quality	  
of	  evidence	  or	  confidence	  in	  

linked	  evidence?	  

	  

Is	  test	  accuracy	  sufficient	  to	  extrapolate	  
about	  benefits	  and	  harms?	  

Is	  there	  high	  or	  moderate	  certainty	  about	  
non-‐inferiority	  or	  superiority	  of	  test	  

accuracy?	  
OR	  

Is	  there	  high	  or	  moderate	  certainty	  of	  
evidence	  that	  the	  test	  accuracy	  of	  one	  test	  is	  

equivalent	  or	  better	  than	  the	  combined	  

Develop	  coverage	  
design	  using	  Evidence	  
to	  Decision	  (ETD)	  for	  

tests	  
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